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moted, when it is discovered that either wealth cannot- be
gained by them, or, if so gained, cannot be enjoyed.

But it is still urged, sir, that there is a necessity of man*
ning the fleet; a necessity which, indeed, cannot totally be
denied, though a short delay would produce no frightful
consequences, would expose us to no invasions, nor disable
us from prosecuting the war. Yet, as the necessity at
least deserves the regard of the legislature, let us consider
what motives have hitherto gained men over to the pub-
lick service; let us examine how our land forces are
raised, and how our merchants equip their ships. How is all
this to be effected without murmurs, mutinies, or discontent,
but by the natural and easy-method of offering rewards?

It may be objected, sir, that rewards have been already
proposed without effect; but, not to mention the corrupt
arts which have been made use of to elude that promise,
by rejecting those that came to claim them, we can infer
from their inefficacy only, that they were too small; that
they were not sufficient to dazzle the attention, and with-
draw it from the prospect of the distant advantages which
may arise from the service of the merchants* Let the
reward, therefore, be doubled, and if it be not then suffi-
cient, doubled anew. There is nothing but may be bought,
if an adequate price is offered; and we are, therefore, to
raise the reward, till it shall be adjudged by the sailors
equivalent to the inconveniencies of the service.

Let no man urge, that this is profusion; that it is a
breach of our trust, and a prodigality of the publick mo-
ney. Sir, the money thus paid is the price of liberty; it
is disbursed to hinder slavery from encroaching, to pre-
serve our natural rights from infraction, and the constitu-
tion of our country from violation. If we vote away the
privilege of one class among us, those of another may
quickly be demanded; and slavery will advance by de-
grees, till the last remains of freedom shall be lost

But perhaps, sir, it will appear, upon reflection, that
even this method needs not to be practised- It is well
known, that it is not necessary for the whole crew of a
ship to be expert sailors; there must.be same novices,